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fiThis issue [clean and safe water] is not going to go
away. It is not simply an environmental issue. It is an
issue that is very important to voters because of the
importance of clean and safe water in our daily lives.o

T Dr. Frank Luntz, pollster and political consultant

=

eoninfras ructure

volume 2, issue 7

july2005

In This Issue

Eye on Infrastructure interview with Steve Hall,
executive director of The Association of California
Water Agencies

A Blueprint for California Water
The Rough Road Ahead

Invigorating Public Transit


mailto:information@calinfrastructure.org

The Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) recently
released a report entitled iNo Time to Waste: A Blueprint for
California Water.0o Eye on Infrastructure interviewed Steve Hall,

executive director of ACWA and a CIC board member, about the
reportis yndings and recommendations.

EOIl: The Blueprint says that without signiycant investment in statewide infrastructure starting now, it will be
increasingly difycult and expensive to support a healthy environment and a strong economy. What, speciycally,
would be the results of a failure to invest?

SH:  We would see increased pressure on our water supplies and on much of the natural environment that we
value. We would certainly see more failures of Delta levees. We would not be able to respond as well to crises
with declining ysh species or with future droughts. If we make investments, we can help to respond. Investments
build pexibility; without that, it is harder to react to growth in our economy or sudden disruptions in the system.

The Delta in particular needs attention. It is the heart of our water resource system and it is increasingly
vulnerable. We need investments to help us manage it for both environmental and economic reasons. After all,
two-thirds of Californians rely on it for water.

Also, we do need to invest more in

groundwater storage and protection of Eye on Infrastructure interVieW

groundwater. We need more off-stream

surface storage, water recyciing, pood \yjth Steve Hall,executive director

control and conservation.

Eo: A recent Los Angeles Tmes Of the Association of California

editorial commented on a fiwater

noncrisis.o. Do you agree with the Water AgenCIQS

characterization?

SH: | wish | could but, unfortunately, we are just one bad day away from a crisis. Anybody who looks at the
worldis yfth largest economy - much of which is based upon water supply from the Delta T will recognize that it is a
very precarious situation. The Delta is literally sinking and is vulnerable to both earthquakes and pooding, both of
which are likely to occur in the foreseeable future.

EOIl:  What about the newfound ability to stretch existing supplies?

SH:  There is no doubt that local water agencies have stepped up by conserving, transferring and de-salting
water. The record is remarkable. There are yve million more people in the LA Basin today than there were in the
1980is, but they are not importing more water than they were 25 years ago. We think that this progress should
continue. But desalting, conservation, and transferring alone are not enough. We need to invest in the storage and
conveyance infrastructure that make up the backbone of our statewide water system.
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